Risking for Jesus
10-11-2020
Memory verse: Matthew 25:29– “To those who use well what they are
given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance.”
Theme: God wants you to take the special gifts and talents He has given you and
use them to bless others. How? He wants you to take the RISK of loving and
helping others, even if you are afraid. God will always help you through your fear
or nervousness. Got for it!

Lesson- READ Matthew 25:14-30 (The Parable of the Talents)
Do you like getting gifts? How about giving gifts. Which one do you like
better? Do you like to watch the faces of the person you give the gift to? Are
you ever afraid that they won’t like your gift? I wonder if God feels the same
way when He gave you special gifts and talents, and you don’t want to use
them. God won’t ever give you a talent or gift if He didn’t want to have you use
it. He knows the world needs it. Do you know what your God given gifts or
talents are? Maybe others in your family can help you realize what your gifts
are. Ask them! (Discussion moment to affirm emotional talents maybe they
don’t see, such as kindness, helpfulness, etc. , as well as physical skills such as
skateboarding, swimming, baseball, or tech skills.)
This lesson, called the Parable of the Talents, isn't about money as much
as it's about us RISKING using our gifts that God has given us. The master
gave a large amount of money to each of his servants according to their
abilities. God not only gives us abilities, but they are very valuable, just like
the talents in the story. If we are lazy or afraid to RISK use our gifts God will
take them away and give them to someone who is using theirs. (“Use them or
lose them” is what my mother told me.)
God wants us to be creative and to reach out in ways that may feel RISKY,
almost like stepping into the unknown. Jesus told a story about people who
did different things with the “talents” given to them. The one who took a RISK
and utilized the talents given him, multiplied his gift in the world.
What can you do to RISK what God has given you to expand love and grace
in the world?

Can you say this wonderful verse from Matthew 25:29– “To those who use
well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an
abundance.”
Can you close your eyes and whisper it? (Parents, please lead them through it
in sections) Can you SHOUT IT AT THE TOP OF YOUR VOICE? Can you make
up a tune and sing it? Can you say it all by yourself?

Remember what we say every week?
Our God is incredible, and He LOVES, LOVES, LOVES YOU and ME!
PRAYER: (Close with prayer and reminder of God’s work in our lives.)

Dear God,
Thank You for loving us. You take away our fears when we give them to You.
Thank you for making us all brothers and sisters through Your love. Help us to
RISK sharing the gifts You have given us and Your love, so others will want to
come into the Kingdom of God, too. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Great VIDEO for using the gifts God gave you
(DIRECTIONS: Highlight the whole web address of one of the videos below, right-click on it,
COPY, open your internet (Explorer, etc), right-click on the address blank, PASTE, then open it
on your computer screen and run it.

#1 video – Children act out the story – https://youtu.be/BNH4IjGWI-8
#2 video - “Gifts you receive” https://youtu.be/-zykgdkqnm8
#3 video – “Parable of Talents” https://youtu.be/aJ1WZjQZDW4
MUSIC CHOICES for using the gifts God gave you
(DIRECTIONS: Highlight the whole web address of one of the videos below, right-click on it,
COPY, open your internet (Explorer, etc), right-click on the address blank, PASTE, then open it
on your computer screen and run it.

Song #1: “This little Light of mine”- https://youtu.be/ka2lGI2hJxU
Song #2 “Let your light shine” (Hillsong) - https://youtu.be/ZDV_3FYwYdo
Song #3 “Light of the world” –(Hillsong) https://youtu.be/R-hgd-9r56k
**Learn the books of the Bible at: https://youtu.be/ixMvFdeo-F0

Creativity: Activities for using the gifts God gave you
Fun Games
Engage children in games to reinforce the lesson.
Plan a scavenger hunt. Hide toy occupational items, such as a plastic firefighter
helmet or a doctor's stethoscope, through out a room. Each child must find one item and
report back to you. Once everyone finds an item, have each child explain to what
profession the item belongs. Explain how God can use people in that profession to
bless others and make the world a better place.
For a different variation, label chocolate coins with talents such as "singing" or "dancing"
and let each child find one. Take this opportunity to emphasize that everyone
possesses a special tool or talent that he can put to great use like the wise
servant did in the parable.

Journal Writing/Pictures
Writing will allow children to reflect on their own talents or share their thoughts about
the parable have each child write down or draw a picture about a special talent or
skill he possesses, such as playing basketball well, and how he can use it to help
others. Let the children discuss their talents by explaining their thoughts or picture with
the family.

Arts and Crafts
Craft items can serve as a constant reminder to look at one's own talents instead
of looking at somebody else's talents.
Let each child create a poster. At the top of the poster, tell them to write, "I have so
many God-given talents." Have the children use art supplies to draw themselves acting
out their various talents. Each child can hang the poster in her bedroom to always
remind her of all the special things she can do.
Gift giving will also teach child to use their God-given talents to help others. Have
them each make something they're good at making such as homemade cookies. Ask
them to wrap the cookies or other items in a bag, box, or container, and then gift wrap it
to give to someone else.

Stage Performances
Acting out the parable will give children a visual to better grasp the lesson learned
about using what you have. Select four children to pick dress-up items from a box to
play the wealthy man and his three servants for a skit. Write the lines on index cards for
them to read or have them briefly memorize the lines. The rest of the children can be
the audience. Read the parable slowly while the children act it out for the others. A
children's talent show will also be a fitting activity to coincide with the lesson.

This week we learned about the Parable of the Talents.
The parable is about 3 men who were given talents (That’s
money in Jesus’ time.). Two of them RISKED putting their
talents to use. The third man was too afraid of failing, so he
buried his talent and his boss was angry and took away his
one talent. That’s like us being willing to RISK using our gifts
and abilities that God gave us. If we us them wisely He will
add to them, if we don’t, use them, He will take them away.

