Lesson on God’s Fairness

11-22-20

Memory verse: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that
no one can boast. “ Ephesians 2:8-9
Lesson focus: Though we can become competitive and weigh our success on
what others do, the Bible emphasizes that God’s GRACE, complete forgiveness for
all our sins and mistakes, is the only thing worth bragging about.

Parent Lesson- In our culture, winning is highly prized and success is measured
by performance. Again and again, though, the Bible gives quite different definitions of
victory and achievement. Remind your children in this lesson that our triumph is in
Christ alone. We can’t WIN salvation, no matter what we do. God forgives
EVERYONE! We just have to ASK.

Read this Parable to your children and then discuss it.
Matthew 20:1-16 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay
them a denarius[a] for the day and sent them into his vineyard.
3 “About

nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the
marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went.
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the
same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others
standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day
long doing nothing?’
7 “‘Because

no one has hired us,’ they answered.

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’
8 “When

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and
going on to the first.’
9 “The

workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each
received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they
expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a
denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the
landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said,

‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work
and the heat of the day.’
13 “But

he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t
you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the
one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do
what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
16 “So

the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

QUESTIONS:
1. Do you think what happened in the story is FAIR?
2. What if YOU were one of the first ones to go to work and worked all day.
Then the ones hired last, got the same pay? (Good discussion 😊)
3. Do you think God loves people DIFFERENTLY? Does He love you more
than ____? (No. An old man more than you? A baby more than you?)
Sometimes people don’t think they are worthy. OR they think they deserve
MORE of God’s love because they have been believers longer. So what if some
people take more time to ask God for forgiveness. When they do, they can be
young or old. That’s like the workers who came to work early or later in the
day. But God’s love and forgiveness IS THE SAME. There is no “MORE or LESS”
to God’s love. He loves us the SAME.
We like to win. We like to brag about winning sometimes. (Mention some
sports stars that are known for their boasting. How does it look when they don’t
do so well? What do they have to do to maintain the image of perfection?) The
Bible emphasizes that grace comes through faith alone. It has nothing to
do
with
our
actions.
We
can
only
hope
in
Him.
The Old Testament also speaks of boasting and of trusting in God alone.
Can you say this memory verse from Ephesians 2:8-9
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not

from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can
boast.”
Can you close your eyes and whisper it? (Parents, please lead them through it in sections)
Can you SHOUT IT AT THE TOP OF YOUR VOICE? Can you make up a tune and sing it?
Can you say it all by yourself?

Remember what we say EVERY week?
Our God is incredible, and He LOVES, LOVES, LOVES YOU and ME!
PRAYER: (Close with the Lord’s Prayer and reminder of God’s work in our lives.)

Story Videos on God’s fairness
(DIRECTIONS: Highlight the whole web address of one of the videos below, right-click on it,
COPY, open your internet (Explorer, etc), right-click on the address blank, PASTE, then open it
on your computer screen and run it.

#1 video Douglas talks about Fairness - https://youtu.be/SxLnb2REwA8
#2 video object lesson on what GRACE is: https://youtu.be/Lt2FtRrN9hQ

MUSIC CHOICES on God’s Fairness
(DIRECTIONS: Highlight the whole web address of one of the videos below, right-click on it,
COPY, open your internet (Explorer, etc), right-click on the address blank, PASTE, then open it
on your computer screen and run it.

Song #1: “Amazing Grace” (hand motions) https://youtu.be/_hx_McNfM-A
Song #2 “ This is amazing Grace” https://youtu.be/FwDRdbtxMc8
**Learn the books of the Bible at: https://youtu.be/ixMvFdeo-F0
Creativity: Three Craft Activities God’s Fairness from Matthew 20:1-16

https://youtu.be/dR8k5dMRIro

In the parable of the workers, some who worked all day
couldn’t understand why they didn’t get paid more. So
they were angry. God’s love is the same, no matter who
we are or when we finally ask Jesus to be our Lord.

The worker is in the vineyard. Find your way to him.

