Lesson: BAPTISM - Jesus chooses us

1-10-21

***Each week of this new series, a “key” word will be introduced to the children. The
“key” word will depict one characteristic of following Jesus that connects the message
to the adult worship series. Please have a key (car, house, etc) ready to show.

Memory verse: “… Jesus saw the Holy Spirit coming down on him like a dove. 11A voice
spoke to him from heaven. It said, “You are my Son, and I love you. I am very pleased with
you.”

Lesson focus:

People are baptized to show they are turning away from sin, and

toward Jesus.

Parent Lesson- Read aloud with your child MARK 1:9-11
9

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee. John baptized Jesus in the Jordan
River. 10Jesus was coming up out of the water. Just then he saw heaven being torn open.
Jesus saw the Holy Spirit coming down on him like a dove. 11A voice spoke to him from
heaven. It said, “You are my Son, and I love you. I am very pleased with you.”
I have a key in my hand today. What is a key used for? (Allow children to respond.)
Keys are used to unlock or open doors. Keys are used to start a car and make it go. Each week, I
will show you one key, and it will tell us a key word that we need to know to follow Jesus.
Jesus told people to follow him. In the coming weeks, we will hear stories about people who did
just that. They followed Jesus for their entire life.
Today’s “key” word is baptize. Baptize means to sprinkle, pour on, or cover a person with
water. It is a sign that the person belongs to Jesus. (Zonderkidz Bible Dictionary)
Have you ever been baptized or seen someone baptized? (Allow children to respond.) During
Jesus’ life, people being baptized would be dipped under the water in a river or a stream. The
water of baptism shows how God washes away our mistakes and claims us to live a life fresh
and new.
When Jesus was a young man, he was baptized in the Jordan River. John the Baptist was a holy
man who told people to follow God. John would baptize them. John baptized Jesus. When Jesus
came up from the water, there was a voice from God that said, “You are my Son, and I love
you. I am very pleased with you.” A dove came down from heaven. That’s why when you look
at many churches’ stained-glass windows, you may see doves in the stained glass or in other
places in church.
Today, followers of Jesus practice baptism in several different ways. Some still dip people all
the way under the water. Sometimes the minister sprinkles water on the head of a person.
This is the way babies and small children are baptized in The United Methodist Church.
However baptism is done, we are reminded that GOD CHOOSES US and IS PLEASED WITH US.

Now that we understand the basics of baptism, let’s look at some simple ways to explain this
to a child.
Explain that Jesus loves all of us and wants us to be happy. He lived a perfect life and showed us
how we can be happy. Part of being happy is doing the things that Jesus did.
Jesus was baptized to show people that they can be happy if they are baptized too. When
someone is baptized, they promise to keep God’s commandments and love other people.
Baptism is a big responsibility, but God is happy when we follow the example of His Son, so we
should have faith and follow Him.
Help your child understand that by being baptized a person is completely cleansed of sin. Sin
occurs when we break one of God’s commandments, but when we repent and are baptized
God remembers our sins no more.
When we see someone being baptized, we remember our own baptism or the baptism of
someone else.
Let’s take part of our Bible memory verse and put OUR NAME in the blank: “_____________,
You are my (son/daughter), and I love you. I am very pleased with you, ______________.”
Can you say it again? How does it make you feel to know GOD CHOSE YOU FOR HIS CHILD?

Can you say the whole memory verse? After He was baptized,, “… Jesus saw the
Holy Spirit coming down on him like a dove. 11A voice spoke to him from heaven. It said, “You
are my Son, and I love you. I am very pleased with you.”

Children’s Prayer Time: Ask your children what they want to pray for this
week. (Do they have someone who is sick? Someone who needs friends?
Someone who is lonely or confused? Angry? Worried? )
OR Praise the Lord for __________________ (take turns saying what you PTL for)
After they pray their individual prayers, pray the Lord’s Prayer with them.
CLOSING PRAYER: (Close with the Lord’s Prayer and a reminder God’s at work in our
lives.)

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespas ses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

What do we say each week? Our God is incredible, and He LOVES,
LOVES, LOVES YOU and ME!

Story Video
(DIRECTIONS: Highlight the whole web address of one of the videos below, right-click on it,
COPY, open your internet (Explorer, etc), right-click on the address blank, PASTE, then open it
on your computer screen and run it.
The story of Jesus’ baptism: https://youtu.be/7NMHOLPWeTM

Remember that you can have these songs playing in the background when
children are playing, working, or they can sing it at bedtime or in the morning!
MUSIC CHOICES (DIRECTIONS: Highlight the whole web address of one of the videos below,
right-click on it, COPY, open your internet (Explorer, etc), right-click on the address blank,
PASTE, then open it on your computer screen and run it.
Song #1: “Jesus loves me” https://youtu.be/f-15cW_S2Bs
Song #2 – “I spy Jesus” https://youtu.be/rA-uwpvWPy0

**Learn the books of the Bible at: https://youtu.be/ixMvFdeo-F0

Creativity: Pictures and Activities
Cut out the key. Write BAPTIZE on it. Color it.
Hang it where the child can see it, and
where they can add more keys (5 more)

Children can take turns re-enacting different ways people are
baptized. Maybe they can find out how they were baptized, or how
they want to be baptized into the family of God.
 Sprinkle
 Pour water over the head
 Immersion

Object Lesson: Pickles Anyone?
Teaching Point: We are changed in baptism.
Props: Cucumber, jar of pickles (dill, sweet, bread and butter), water, vinegar
Directions:
1. Show the cucumber and talk about how this cucumber could only grow up if it
stayed on the vine. It’s like we are connected to the branch, Jesus.
2. Now the cucumber wants to complete its full purpose. To become full and
complete; it wants to be “pickled.”
3. Explain how a cucumber becomes a pickle. The process of first being washed
(representing salvation). Then the next step is being put in the vinegar solution
(representing baptism). In order for the cucumber to become a pickle it has to
go through a pickling process, which will forever change it.
Teaching Points:
Vinegar makes a permanent change. It also preserves. A pickle can never go back
to being a cucumber--it will now always be a pickle. It will have a new taste and
color. The vinegar flavor is a part of the pickle and they can’t be separated. It’s
character is altered to a pickle.
Just as in baptism we are still “us”, but we have made a decision to allow Jesus to
change us, like the vinegar changed the cucumber. We are choosing by faith to
go under the water in baptism and have the old “us” be washed away, so we
become more like Jesus every day. His love WILL forever change us to be more
like Him.

Ask them if they’d like to have a piece of pickle or cucumber? Yummy!

