Lesson: TRUTH - Jesus chooses us. Come and see!

1-17-21

***Add Key #2. Write on this week’s key the word TRUTH – an agreement with fact or
reality. Each week of this new series, a “key” word will be introduced to the children.
The “key” word will depict one characteristic of following Jesus that connects the
message to the adult worship series. Please have a key (car, house, etc) ready to
show.

Memory verse: ”…Jesus spoke to (the people), saying, “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness (evil), but will have the
light of life.” John 8:12
Lesson focus: You are invited to follow Jesus. How did His
disciples do it? How do WE do it?
Parent Lesson- Read aloud with your child JOHN 1:43-51
Today’s “key” word is truth. Truth is agreement with fact or reality.
Sometimes followers of Jesus wonder if what they believe is true. In a world filled with
bad news, the good news of Jesus can seem too good to be true. Having doubts and
asking questions are normal parts of faith. In fact, faith means believing in something
that you cannot see.
Pray Leader’s Prayer: Jesus, sometimes I wonder if your promises are true. Help me
to listen to what it says about You in the Bible, and what others who believe in You say
about you. Let me listen and hear the TRUTH about Jesus. Let me hear how Jesus has
been in others’ lives and can be in mine. Help my faith grow stronger every day. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Bible Lesson (John 1:43-51) Come and See
(partially from Ministry-to children.com)

Play this game BEFORE you tell the lesson:

“Leading the Blind”
Supplies – blindfolds, furniture or found objects
Before the lesson, set up a maze using tables, chairs, trashcans, cones, etc., leading from the
door of the house or room to the furthest corner or a spot you have chosen.
Line them up your children in the hall and blindfold the first in line. Guide them through
the maze using only verbal instructions. When they reach you, take off their blindfold and
have them guide the next child in line with their words. Continue in this pattern until all of
the kids have made it through and the maze.

You all did an amazing job! You made it through a maze without being able to see, AND you
helped each other make it too!
Do you think it would have been easier or harder if there was no one to help you? It would
have been much harder, and I bet you would have run into everything. But thankfully you
had a friend to guide you to me. Which makes me super happy because I just love spending
time with you!
Speaking of friends – if you have any friends, can you snap your fingers? Wow! Just
what I thought – everyone has friends! Friends are good to talk to or play with. Friends are
fun and exciting!
Let’s try another one – if you love Jesus, can you whistle? It sounds like birds are in here
with all of this whistling! And that is GREAT news – it means you all love Jesus! And
what’s not to love about Jesus? He loves us, and forgives us, and helps us, watches
over us, and listens to us.
Last one – if you love telling your friends about Jesus, can you make a buzzing
noise? Do I hear a bee in here?
That last one is actually a little harder. It can be scary to tell someone about Jesus. You
never know what they might think! What if they say something mean, or stop
spending time with you? No one wants that to happen.
But do you know what? It’s totally worth it! How amazing would it be to be able to help
someone else get to know Jesus and spend eternity with Him in heaven? All I can
think of is just AMAZING!
Let’s read what God said about the story of how Nathanael came and saw Jesus.
READ TO OR WITH THE CHILDREN
John 1:43-51
me."

43

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow

44

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.

45

Philip found Nathanael and told

him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wroteJesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."
asked. "Come and see," said Philip.

46

"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael

47

When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, "Here

truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit."

48

"How do you know me?" Nathanael asked. Jesus

answered, "I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you."
declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel."

49

Then Nathanael

50

Jesus said, "You believe because

I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that."

51

He then added, "Very truly I

tell you, you will see 'heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on' the Son of
Man."

Did you know that in the Bible some of twelve disciples came to Jesus through their
friends? Phillip was called to be a disciple by Jesus Himself. But his friend Nathaniel came
to Jesus through Phillip. Phillip was so excited about meeting and following Jesus that
he ran to tell one of his friends. Nathaniel ended up becoming one of the twelve
disciples, living and travels with Jesus as He shared of God’s love.

Jesus could have have gone to Nathaniel Himself, but instead He had Phillip bring Nathaniel
to Him. Jesus wants us to tell others about His love and forgiveness, and the opportunity to
live with him forever in heaven. Just like Phillip and Nathaniel, Jesus chooses US to be His
messengers, and bring people to God.
See, I told you it was worth it! Even if it is a little scary, you can ask God to help you, and He
will be right there with you the whole entire time. And just maybe you can lead someone to
Jesus just like Phillip.
Remember that when Phillip invited him, Nathanael went to see Jesus. Jesus knew the
truth about Nathanael. When Nathanael discovered this, he then told the truth about
Jesus. He called Jesus the Son of God.
What can you do to invite others to hear about Jesus? (Let children give responses.)
Jesus praised Nathanael for his faith. Jesus promised Nathanael that his faith would grow.
Jesus promises us the same thing. When we tell the TRUTH about Jesus, about His
unconditional love and forgiveness for everyone, our faith will grow stronger and
stronger. While we pray, think of one way we can tell others the truth about Jesus.
How GOD CHOSE YOU FOR HIS CHILD!
(Tell personal testimonies? Stories of how He did something unexpected?)

How does it make you feel to know GOD CHOSE YOU FOR HIS CHILD?
Can you say the whole memory verse? ”…Jesus spoke to (the people), saying, “I

am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness (evil),
but will have the light of life.” John 8:12
Children’s Prayer Time: Ask your children what they want to pray for
this week. (Do they have someone who is sick? Someone who needs
friends? Someone who is lonely or confused? Angry? Worried? )
OR Praise the Lord for __________________ (take turns saying what you PTL for)

After they pray their individual prayers, pray the Lord’s Prayer
with them.
CLOSING PRAYER: (Close with the Lord’s Prayer and a reminder God’s at work in all
our lives.)

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass

against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

What do we say each week? Our God is incredible, and He LOVES,
LOVES, LOVES YOU and ME! (Who does?) God!!!

Story Video
(DIRECTIONS: Highlight the whole web address of one of the videos below, right-click on it,
COPY, open your internet (Explorer, etc), right-click on the address blank, PASTE, then open it
on your computer screen and run it.

Jesus calls disciples -and Phillip excitedly told Nathanael:
https://youtu.be/9j5CPuAUCAg
Remember that you can have these songs playing in the background when
children are playing, working, or they can sing it in the car, at bedtime, or in the
morning!
MUSIC CHOICES (DIRECTIONS: Highlight the whole web address of one of the videos below,
right-click on it, COPY, open your internet (Explorer, etc), right-click on the address blank,
PASTE, then open it on your computer screen and run it.
Song #1: “I have decided to Follow Jesus” versions
VBS version: https://youtu.be/sEL0WpeH088
Contemporary praise -” by THIRD DAY
https://youtu.be/kpE2cLdVsk8

*For a Fun way to Learn the books of the Bible: https://youtu.be/ixMvFdeo-F0

Creativity: Pictures and Activities
Cut out the key. Write TRUTH on it. Color it.
Hang it where the child can see it, and
where they can add more keys (4 more)

Activity A – Come and See – Bible Verse Seek and Find lesson/Challenge
Supplies – Bibles
Verse – John 1:43-46 (After the verse is read, have them look up the memory verse)
Pass out Bibles to students. Bibles should be closed and sitting on the table face up in
front of each child.
Mini-lesson on how to search: Give the children the memory verse or any favorite
verse. Look in the Table of Contents for the book you are looking for. Make an effort to
show them if it is found in the Old Testament or New Testament to help them in the
future. Then open the Bible to the page number listed in the Table of Contents.
Show them the large numbers in the text, known as the chapters. Flip through
pages until you find the large chapter number you are looking for. Then scan
through the text with them pointing out the smaller verse numbers until the correct
number is found. Close the Bibles.
When you say GO, have the kids look up this week’s Bible verse. As each child
finds the verse, have them stick one finger on the verse and quietly raise their
other hand. The first one to find the verse gets to read it to the rest of the class or go
help others find it.

Help younger kids and new kids find the verse by following these steps.
Activity B – Come and See – Telephone Cups
Supplies – 8oz (or larger) paper cups, drawing utensils, scissors, string, tape
Give each child two cups to decorate. While they are decorating, cut the string into 8-10
foot lengths. Poke a hole in the bottom of each cup and thread the string inside. Tape
the end of the string to the inside of each cup.
Have the kids pair up and practice sharing about Jesus using their telephones. They
can recite verses, tell Bible stories, or just say “Jesus Loves You”
Activity C – Come and See – Dominoes Object Lesson
Supplies – dominoes
Find directions and demonstration at

https://youtu.be/7CFX5f_t6AE

Activity D – How can I follow Jesus
Following the picture titled “How Do I Follow Jesus” divide a piece of paper in half and
then in fourths.
In one top corner write “Loving Him” (Below it, draw how you can show Loving Him in
your life?)
In the 2nd top corner write “Obeying His Commands” (Below it, draw how you can show
that you do that in your life?)

“Hey, everyone! Come and see who I want to
be like! Let me tell you about Jesus. He’s my
best friend. He’s AWESOME!”

